
216 VITAL STATISTICS 

Infant Mortality in Urban Centres.—Because of the relatively small numbers 
of infant deaths in individual cities and towns, the rates for these centres usually vary 
widely from year to year. As is evident from Table 2, pp. 199-200, many cities and towns 
have maintained consistently low rates as compared with the national rate or the rate 
for the province in which they are situated. 

Causes of Infant Deaths.—Of the 14,399 infant deaths in 1956 a congenital mal
formation was the underlying cause of death in 2,310 cases, immaturity in 2,224, pneumonia 
among infants over four weeks of age 1,600, postnatal asphyxia and atelectasis 1,642, and 
injury at birth 1,548: these causes together made up almost 65 p.c. of the total. The 
Chart opposite shows the relative importance of the major causes of infant deaths from 
1931-56, and the Chart on p. 214 shows the comparative numbers of children dying at 
each month of age during the first year of life. 

16.—Infant Mortality and Rates per 100,000 Live Births by Cause 1951-56 

Cause of Death 

Tuberculosis 
Syphilis 
Dysentery 
Scarlet fever 
Erysipelas 
Diphtheria 
Whooping cough 
Meningococcal infections 
Measles 
Neoplasms 
Diseases of thymus gland 
Mental deficiency 
Meningitis (non-meningococcal) 
Otitis media 
Acute upper respiratory infections 
Influenza 
Pneumonia (4 weeks and over) 
Bronchitis 
Gastritis and duodenitis 
Hernia and intestinal obstruction 
Gastro-enteritis and colitis 
Chronic enteritis, and ulcerative colitis 
Congenital malformations 
Injury at bir th 
Post-natal asphyxia and atelectasis 
Pneumonia of newborn (under 4 weeks) 
Diarrhoea of newborn (under 4 weeks) 
Other infections of the newborn 
Antenatal toxaemia 
Erythroblastosis 
Hfflmorrhagic disease of newborn 
Nutritional maladjustment 
Ill-defined diseases peculiar to early infancy 
Immatur i ty 
Ill-defined and unknown causes 
Motor vehicle traffic accidents 
Accidental falls 
Accidents caused by fire 
Inhalation and ingestion of food or other object 
Accidental mechanical suffocation 
Other accidental and violent deaths 
Other specified causes 

Totals, All Causes 

Numbers 
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14 
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13,841 

19551 

21 
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11 
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40 
38 
17 
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1956 
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44 
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R a t e s per 
100,000 L i v e Bi r ths 
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1 Excludes the Yukon and Northwest Territories. ! Less than one per 100,000 live births. 


